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Dedicated by Frances and Moishe Goldstein in memory of Frances’s mother,
Anne Woznica, Hencha bat David Zev v’ Rivka z’l, whose 36th yahrtzeit is bo bayom

1. Mishnah Sanhedrin 10:2
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Three kings and four commoners have no share in the World to Come. The three kings are: Yaravam, Achav, and
Menasheh.

2. Talmud, Sanhedrin 102b
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Achav as a brother [ach] to Heaven and a father [av] for idol worship. He was a brother to Heaven, as it is written: “And a
brother is born for adversity” (Proverbs 17:17) [and in desperate times, he turned to Heaven]. He was a father for idolatry.
[This is the highest level of attachment,] as it is written: “As a father has compassion for his children” (Psalms
103:13)...Rabbi Yochanan says: For what virtue was Achav privileged to ascend to the monarchy and rule for twenty-two
years? It is due to the fact that he respected the Torah, which was given with twenty-two letters. (Davidson translation)

3. 1 Kings 19:1-2 (Artscroll Tanach, page 860)
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When Achav told Izevel all that Eliyahu had done and how he had put all the prophets to the sword. Izevel sent a
messenger to Eliyahu, saying, “Thus and more may the gods do if by this time tomorrow I have not made you like one of

them.” (JPS translation)

4. Malbim aw
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Why did she [Izevel] not kill him [Eliyahu] immediately? She saw that Achav’s heart was favourable toward Eliyahu and
considered him righteous, whereas her heart was not conflicted to kill him immediately. She thought that by night time,
Achav’s heart would turn over to return to his wickedness.

5. 1 Kings 20:5-9 (Artscroll Tanach, page 862)
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Then the messengers came again and said, “Thus said Ben-hadad: When | sent you the order to give me your silver and
gold, and your wives and children. I meant that tomorrow at this time | will send my servants to you and they will search
your house and the houses of your courtiers and seize everything you prize and take it away.” Then the king of Israel
summoned all the elders of the land, and he said, “See for yourselves how that man is bent on evil! For when he
demanded my wives and my children, my silver and my gold, I did not refuse him.” All the elders and all the people said,
“Do not obey and do not submit!” So he said to Ben-hadad’s messengers, “Tell my lord the king: All that you first

demanded of your servant I shall do, but this thing I cannot do.” The messengers went and reported this to him. (JPS)

6. Talmud, Sanhedrin 102b
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What is “the delight of your eyes” [that Ahab refused to give Ben-Hadad after agreeing to give him his wives and his
gold?] Is it not a Torah scroll? [Ahab treated the Torah with deference.] (Davidson)

7. 1 Kings 21:7 (Artscroll Tanach, page 868)
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His wife Izevel said to him, “Now is the time to show yourself king over Isracl. Rise and eat something, and be cheerful; I
will get the vineyard of Navot the Jezreelite for you.” So she wrote letters in Achav’s name and sealed them with his seal,
and sent the letters to the elders and the nobles who lived in the same town with Navot. (JPS)

8. 1 Kings 21:21 (Artscroll Tanach, page 868)
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And | will excise from Achav every man, and him that is shut up and him that is abandoned in Israel. I will bring disaster
upon you. | will make a clean sweep of you, | will cut off from Israel every male belonging to Achav, bond and free.
(JPS)

9. 1 Kings 21:25 Artscroll Tanach, page 870)
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Indeed, there never was anyone like Achav, who committed himself to doing what was displeasing to G-d, at the
instigation of Izevel, his wife.

10. Malbim aw
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“Only...” Meaning, of all the other wicked kings, there was none like Achav, as all of them did evil on their own accord.
However, Achav was seduced by the will of others and could not resist the incitement of Izevel.

11. Talmud, Sanhedrin 102b
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Rav Nachman says: Achav was balanced [in terms of the mitzvot and transgressions that he performed] as it is stated:
“And the Lord said, who shall entice Achav that he may ascend and fall at Ramot Gil’ad? And this one said in this
manner, and that one said in that manner” [(I Kings 22:20), indicating that it is unclear whether or not he was a full-
fledged transgressor]. Rav Yosef objects to this statement: This is the person about whom the prophet wrote: “But there
was none like Achav who devoted himself to do evil in the eyes of the Lord, whom Izevel his wife had incited” (I Kings
21:25). And we learn in a baraita: Every day she would weigh gold shekels [equal to Achav’s weight] for idol worship.
And you say he was balanced? Rather, Achav was generous with his money, and since he also benefited Torah scholars
with his property [the heavenly court] expiated half [his sins] for him. [The result was a balance between mitzvot and
transgressions.] (Davidson)

12. 1 Kings 21:15-19 (Artscroll Tanach, page 868)
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As soon as Izevel heard that Navot had been stoned to death, she said to Achav, “Go and take possession of the vineyard
which Navot the Jezreelite refused to sell you for money; for Navor is no longer alive, he is dead.” When Achav heard
that Navot was dead, Achav set out for the vineyard of Navot the Jezreelite to take possession of it. Then the word G-d
came to Eliyahu the Tishbite. “Go down and confront King Achav of Israel who [resides] in Samaria. He is now in
Navot’s vineyard; he has gone down there to take possession of it. Say to him, ‘Thus said G-d: Would you murder and
take possession? Thus said G-d: In the very place where the dogs lapped up Navot’s blood, the dogs will lap up your
blood too.” Achav said to Eliyahu, “So you have found me, my enemy?” “Yes, I have found you,” he replied. “Because
you have committed yourself to doing what is evil in the sight of G-d. (JPS)

13. Malbim aw
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That you have become addicted to doing evil, and as if you were sold to Izevel your wife for the purpose of doing evil in
which you worked for her to do her command, and all that she did is considered as if you did it.
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