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With gratitude from David and Chani Klein; learning about villains like Nimrod is also Torah
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Bereishit 10:6-12, Page 20-21 in the Artscroll Stone Tanach
Bereishit 17:1, Page 32-33 in the Artscroll Stone Tanach
Shoftim 6:12, Page 596-597 in the Artscroll Stone Tanach
Ibn Ezra to Bereishit 10:9
.לפני י״י – שהיה בונה מזבחות ומעלה אותם החיות עולות לשם
“Before Hashem” – that he would build altars and sacrifice those animals [that he trapped] as elevationofferings to Hashem
5. Bereishit 6:11, Page 14-15 in the Artscroll Stone Tanach
6. Bereishit 25:27, Page 58-59 in the Artscroll Stone Tanach
7. Ramban to Bereishit 10:9
 ויודע רבונו, על כן יאמר על כל אדם מרשיע בעזות פנים. ומטען למרוד במקום,הוא היה גבור ציד לפני י״י – צד דעתן של בריות בפיו
 כי, ורבי אברהם פירש הפך הענין על דרך פשוטו.) וכן דעת רבותינו (בבלי עירובין נ״ג. לשון רש״י. זה כנמרוד: יאמר,ומתכוין למרוד בו
, ואין דבריו נראין. ומעלה את החיות לעולה לפני השם, ופירש לפני י״י – שהיה בונה מזבחות,הוא החל להיות גבור על החיות לצוד אותן
. כי רבותינו ידעו רשעו בקבלה,והנה הוא מצדיק רשע
“He was a mighty hunter before Hashem” – He trapped the minds of people using his words, misleading them
to rebel against Hashem. Therefore it shall be said about anyone who is wicked and brazen, and who knows his
Master and purposely rebels against Him "This man is like Nimrod”. These are the words of Rashi, and so say
the Rabbis (Talmud Bavli Eiruvin 53a). And Rabbi Avraham [Ibn Ezra] explained the opposite of this idea
based on the simple meaning: “he began to be a mighty one” over the animals to trap them, and he explained
“before Hashem” that he would build altars and sacrifice those animals [that he trapped] as elevation-offerings
before Hashem. And his words do not seem acceptable, behold, he is making an evil person righteous, as our
Rabbis knew his evil nature through tradition.
8. Bereishit Rabbah 38:13 (Sefaria Community Translation)
"And Haran died in the presence of his father Terah" (Gen. 11:28).
Rabbi Hiyya the grandson of Rabbi Adda of Yaffo [said]: Terah
was a worshipper of idols. One time he had to travel to a place, and
he left Abraham in charge of his store. When a man would come in
to buy [idols], Abraham would ask: How old are you? They would
reply: fifty or sixty. Abraham would then respond: Woe to him who
is sixty years old and worships something made today - the
customer would be embarrassed, and would leave. A woman
entered carrying a dish full of flour. She said to him: this is for you,
offer it before them. Abraham took a club in his hands and broke all
of the idols, and placed the club in the hands of the biggest idol.
When his father returned, he asked: who did all of this? Abraham
replied: I can't hide it from you - a woman came carrying a dish of
flour and told me to offer it before them. I did, and one of them said
'I will eat it first,' and another said 'I will eat it first.' The biggest one

,) כח,ַויָּמָּ ת הָּ ָּרן עַל פְּ נֵי תֶּ ַרח אָּ בִ יו (בראשית יא
 תֶּ ַרח עֹובֵ ד,ַרבִ י חִ יָּא בַ ר בְּ ֵריּה ְּד ַרב אַ דָּ א ְּדיָּפֹו
הֹושיב
ִ , חַ ד זְּמַ ן נְּ ֵפיק ַלאֲתַ ר,צְּ ל ִָּמים הָּ יָּה
 ֲהוָּה אָּ תֵ י בַ ר אֵ ינַש בָּ ֵעי.לְּ אַ בְּ ָּרהָּ ם מֹוכֵר תַ חְּ תָּ יו
 ַו ֲהוָּה, ַו ֲהוָּה אֲ מַ ר לֵּה בַ ר כַמָּ ה ְּשנִ ין אַ ְּת,ְּדיִ זְּבַ ן
 ַו ֲהוָּה ֲאמַ ר לֵיּה וַי,אֲ מַ ר לֵיּה בַ ר חַ ְּמ ִשין אֹו ִש ִתין
לֵיּה לְּ הַ הּוא גַבְּ ָּרא דַ ֲהוָּה בַ ר ִש ִתין ּובָּ עֵי לְּ ִמסְּ גַד
 חַ ד זְּמַ ן אֲתָּ א. ַו ֲהוָּה ִמ ְּתבַ יֵש וְּ הֹולְֵך לֹו,לְּ בַ ר יֹומֵ י
 ֲאמָּ ָּרּה,חַ ד ִא ְּתתָּ א ְּטעִ ינָּא בִ ידָּ ּה חָּ דָּ א פִ ינְָּך ְּדסֹ לֶּת
 קָּ ם נְּ סֵ יב בּוקְּ לָּסָּ א,לֵיּה הֵ א לְָּך קָּ ֵרב קֳ דָּ מֵ יהֹון
 וִ יהַ ב בּוקְּ לָּסָּ א, וְּ תַ בְּ ִרינּון לְּ כָּלְּ הֹון פְּ ִסי ַליָּא,בִ ידֵ יּה
 כֵיוָּן דַ אֲתָּ א ֲאבּוהָּ ֲאמַ ר.בִ ידָּ א ְּד ַרבָּ ה דַ ֲהוָּה בֵ ינֵיהֹון
 ֲאמַ ר לֵיּה מַ ה נִ כְּ פּור,לֵיּה מַ אן עָּ בֵ יד לְּ הֹון כְּ דֵ ין
ִמינְָּך אֲתַ ת חָּ דָּ א ִא ְּתתָּ א ְּטעִ ינָּא לָּּה חָּ דָּ א פִ ינְָּך
 קָּ ֵריבְּ ְּת, וַאֲ מַ ַרת לִ י הֵ א לְָּך קָּ ֵריב קֳ דָּ מֵ יהון,ְּדסֹ ֹולֶּת

rose, took a club, and smashed the rest of them. Terah said: what, do
you think you can trick me? They don't have cognition! Abraham
said: Do your ears hear what your mouth is saying? Terah took
Abraham and passed him off to [King] Nimrod. They said [to the
king]: let us worship the fire. Abraham said to them: [rather] let us
worship water, for it extinguishes fire. Nimrod agreed: let us
worship water. Abraham continued: if so, let us worship the clouds,
which provide water. Nimrod agreed: let us worship the clouds.
Abraham continued: if so, let us worship the winds that scatter the
clouds. Nimrod agreed: let us worship the winds. Abraham
continued: if so, let us worship humans who are filled with wind
[air]. Nimrod replied: You're just speaking words - I only worship
fire. I will throw you into it, and the G-d you worship can save you
from it. Haran was hidden and was of two minds, saying [to
himself]: if Abraham is victorious, I will say I am with Abraham,
and if Nimrod is victorious, I will say I am with Nimrod. When
Abraham was through into the fiery furnace and saved, they asked
him [Haran]: who are you with? He replied: I am with Abraham.
They took him and threw him into the fire, and his insides burned
up and he died before his father Terah, as it says: "And Haran died
in the [lit.] on the face of his father Terah" (Gen. 11:28).

 וְּ דֵ ין,לָּקֳ דָּ מֵ יהֹון ֲהוָּה דֵ ין ֲאמַ ר ֲאנָּא אֵ יכֹול קַ ְּדמָּ אי
 קָּ ם הָּ דֵ ין ַרבָּ ה דַ ֲהוָּה,אֲ מַ ר אֲ נָּא אֵ יכֹול קַ ְּדמָּ אי
 ֲאמַ ר לֵיּה מָּ ה.בֵ ינֵיהֹון נְּ סַ ב בּוקְּ לָּסָּ א וְּ תַ בַ ִרינֹון
 ֲאמַ ר לֵיּה וְּ ל ֹא. וְּ י ְָּּדעִ ין ִאינּון,אַ תָּ ה מַ פְּ לֶּה בִ י
ּומסָּ ֵריּה
ְּ  נ ְַּסבֵ יּה.יִ ְּש ְּמעּו אָּ ְּזנֶּיָך מַ ה שֶּ פִ יָך אֹומֵ ר
 ֲאמַ ר לֵיּה,נּורא
ָּ ְּ אֲ מַ ר לֵיּה נִ ְּסגֹוד ל.לְּ נִ ְּמרֹוד
 ֲאמַ ר לֵיּה.נּורא
ָּ אַ בְּ ָּרהָּ ם וְּ נִ ְּסגֹוד לְּ מַ יָּא ְּדמַ ְּטפִ ין
 ֲאמַ ר לֵיּה ִאם כֵן נִ ְּסגֹוד,נִ ְּמרֹוד נִ ְּסגֹוד לְּ מַ יָּא
 אָּ מַ ר. ֲאמַ ר לֵיּה נִ ְּסגֹוד ַל ֲע ָּננָּא.ַל ֲע ָּננָּא ְּדטָּ עִ ין מַ יָּא
 ֲאמַ ר לֵיּה.לֵיּה ִאם כֵן נִ ְּסגֹוד לְּ רּוחָּ א ִד ְּמבַדַ ר ֲע ָּננָּא
 ֲאמַ ר לֵיּה וְּ נִ ְּסגֹוד לְּ בַ ר אֵ ינָּשָּ א.נִ ְּסגֹוד לְּ רּוחָּ א
 אֲנִ י, ֲאמַ ר לֵיּה ִמלִ ין אַ ְּת ִמ ְּשתָּ ֵעי.ְּדסָּ בֵ יל רּוחָּ א
 ה ֲֵרי אֲנִ י מַ ְּשלִ י ֲכָך,אֵ ינִ י ִמ ְּשתַ ֲחוֶּה אֶּ לָּא לָּאּור
 שֶּ אַ תָּ ה ִמ ְּשתַ ֲחוֶּה לֹו וְּ יַצִ ילְּ ָך- וְּ יָּבֹוא אֱלֹו,בְּ תֹוכֹו
 אָּ מַ ר מַ ה נַפְּ שָּ ְך, ֲהוָּה תַ מָּ ן הָּ ָּרן קָּ אֵ ים פְּ לּוג.הֵ ימֶּ נּו
ִאם נָּצַ ח אַ בְּ ָּרהָּ ם ֲאנָּא אָּ מַ ר ִמן ְּדאַ בְּ ָּרהָּ ם ֲאנָּא וְּ ִאם
 כֵיוָּן שֶּ י ַָּרד.נָּצַ ח נִ ְּמרֹוד אֲ נָּא ֲאמַ ר ְּדנִ ְּמרֹוד ֲאנָּא
, אָּ ְּמ ִרין לֵיּה ְּדמַ אן אַ ְּת,אַ בְּ ָּרהָּ ם לְּ כִ בְּ שַ ן הָּ אֵ ש וְּ נִ צֹ ל
 נְּ טָּ לּוהּו וְּ הִ ְּשלִ יכּוהּו,אֲ מַ ר לְּ הֹון ִמן אַ בְּ ָּרהָּ ם ֲאנָּא
 וְּ יָּצָּ א ּומֵ ת עַל פְּ נֵי תֶּ ַרח,לָּאּור וְּ נֶּחְּ ְּמרּו בְּ נֵי מֵ ָּעיו
 ַויָּמָּ ת הָּ ָּרן עַל פְּ נֵי תֶּ ַרח: הֲדָּ א הּוא ִדכְּ ִתיב,אָּ בִ יו
'.וגו

9. Bereishit 14:1, Page 28-29 in the Artscroll Stone Tanach
10. Rashi to Bereishit 14:1
. פול לכבשן האש: שאמר לאברהם,אמרפל – הוא נמרוד
Amraphel – He is Nimrod who said to Avraham, "Plunge into the fiery furnace".
11. Sefer Hayashar/Book Of Jasher, 7:23-46, 27:1-10, 15-16 (Parry and Company translation)
23 And Cush the son of Ham, the son of Noah, took a wife in those days in his old age, and she bare a son, and
they called his name Nimrod, saying, At that time the sons of men again began to rebel and transgress against
God, and the child grew up, and his father loved him exceedingly, for he was the son of his old age. 24 And the
garments of skin which God made for Adam and his wife, when they went out of the garden, were given to
Cush. 25 For after the death of Adam and his wife, the garments were given to Enoch, the son of Jared, and
when Enoch was taken up to God, he gave them to Methuselah, his son. 26 And at the death of Methuselah,
Noah took them and brought them to the ark, and they were with him until he went out of the ark. 27 And in
their going out, Ham stole those garments from Noah his father, and he took them and hid them from his
brothers. 28 And when Ham begat his first born Cush, he gave him the garments in secret, and they were with
Cush many days. 29 And Cush also concealed them from his sons and brothers, and when Cush had begotten
Nimrod, he gave him those garments through his love for him, and Nimrod grew up, and when he was twenty
years old he put on those garments. 30 And Nimrod became strong when he put on the garments, and God gave
him might and strength, and he was a mighty hunter in the earth, yea, he was a mighty hunter in the field, and
he hunted the animals and he built altars, and he offered upon them the animals before the Lord. 31 And
Nimrod strengthened himself, and he rose up from amongst his brethren, and he fought the battles of his
brethren against all their enemies round about. 32 And the Lord delivered all the enemies of his brethren in his
hands, and God prospered him from time to time in his battles, and he reigned upon earth. 33 Therefore it
became current in those days, when a man ushered forth those that he had trained up for battle, he would say to
them, Like God did to Nimrod, who was a mighty hunter in the earth, and who succeeded in the battles that
prevailed against his brethren, that he delivered them from the hands of their enemies, so may God strengthen

us and deliver us this day. 34 And when Nimrod was forty years old, at that time there was a war between his
brethren and the children of Japheth, so that they were in the power of their enemies. 35 And Nimrod went forth
at that time, and he assembled all the sons of Cush and their families, about four hundred and sixty men, and he
hired also from some of his friends and acquaintances about eighty men, and be gave them their hire, and he
went with them to battle, and when he was on the road, Nimrod strengthened the hearts of the people that went
with him. 36 And he said to them, Do not fear, neither be alarmed, for all our enemies will be delivered into our
hands, and you may do with them as you please. 37 And all the men that went were about five hundred, and
they fought against their enemies, and they destroyed them, and subdued them, and Nimrod placed standing
officers over them in their respective places. 38 And he took some of their children as security, and they were
all servants to Nimrod and to his brethren, and Nimrod and all the people that were with him turned homeward.
39 And when Nimrod had joyfully returned from battle, after having conquered his enemies, all his brethren,
together with those who knew him before, assembled to make him king over them, and they placed the regal
crown upon his head. 40 And he set over his subjects and people, princes, judges, and rulers, as is the custom
amongst kings. 41 And he placed Terah the son of Nahor the prince of his host, and he dignified him and
elevated him above all his princes. 42 And whilst he was reigning according to his heart's desire, after having
conquered all his enemies around, he advised with his counselors to build a city for his palace, and they did so.
43 And they found a large valley opposite to the east, and they built him a large and extensive city, and Nimrod
called the name of the city that he built Shinar, for the Lord had vehemently shaken his enemies and destroyed
them. 44 And Nimrod dwelt in Shinar, and he reigned securely, and he fought with his enemies and he subdued
them, and he prospered in all his battles, and his kingdom became very great. 45 And all nations and tongues
heard of his fame, and they gathered themselves to him, and they bowed down to the earth, and they brought
him offerings, and he became their lord and king, and they all dwelt with him in the city at Shinar, and Nimrod
reigned in the earth over all the sons of Noah, and they were all under his power and counsel. 46 And all the
earth was of one tongue and words of union, but Nimrod did not go in the ways of the Lord, and he was more
wicked than all the men that were before him, from the days of the flood until those days.
1 And Esau at that time, after the death of Abraham, frequently went in the field to hunt. 2 And Nimrod king of
Babel, the same was Amraphel, also frequently went with his mighty men to hunt in the field, and to walk about
with his men in the cool of the day. 3 And Nimrod was observing Esau all the days, for a jealousy was formed
in the heart of Nimrod against Esau all the days. 4 And on a certain day Esau went in the field to hunt, and he
found Nimrod walking in the wilderness with his two men. 5 And all his mighty men and his people were with
him in the wilderness, but they removed at a distance from him, and they went from him in different directions
to hunt, and Esau concealed himself for Nimrod, and he lurked for him in the wilderness. 6 And Nimrod and his
men that were with him did not know him, and Nimrod and his men frequently walked about in the field at the
cool of the day, and to know where his men were hunting in the field. 7 And Nimrod and two of his men that
were with him came to the place where they were, when Esau started suddenly from his lurking place, and drew
his sword, and hastened and ran to Nimrod and cut off his head. 8 And Esau fought a desperate fight with the
two men that were with Nimrod, and when they called out to him, Esau turned to them and smote them to death
with his sword. 9 And all the mighty men of Nimrod, who had left him to go to the wilderness, heard the cry at
a distance, and they knew the voices of those two men, and they ran to know the cause of it, when they found
their king and the two men that were with him lying dead in the wilderness. 10 And when Esau saw the mighty
men of Nimrod coming at a distance, he fled, and thereby escaped; and Esau took the valuable garments of
Nimrod, which Nimrod's father had bequeathed to Nimrod, and with which Nimrod prevailed over the whole
land, and he ran and concealed them in his house… 15 And when Nimrod the son of Cush died, his men lifted
him up and brought him in consternation, and buried him in his city, and all the days that Nimrod lived were
two hundred and fifteen years and he died. 16 And the days that Nimrod reigned upon the people of the land
were one hundred and eighty-five years; and Nimrod died by the sword of Esau in shame and contempt, and the
seed of Abraham caused his death as he had seen in his dream.

